Heartland Hospice Honors Veteran Patient with Quilt of Honor Presentation

Heartland Hospice serving Southeastern Wisconsin wanted to do something special for their veteran
patient, Angel Ramirez, to show their appreciation for his service.
Angel was born in Arecibo, Puerto Rico and enlisted in the Army because he wanted to try a new
adventure. “I believe every young man should serve in the military. You learn certain disciplines you
don’t learn in civilian life,” said Angel. He served in the Army from 1954-1956 during the Korean War
conflict and, with surprising clarity, can recite his unit details and stories about his comrades. He was
proud of his time in the service.
Angel was moving out of the state in just a few days to be closer to his family, so the Heartland team
worked quickly to coordinate a Quilt of Honor presentation to show their appreciation. Quilts of Honor
is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing healing, loving, hand-made patriotic quilts to those
who have served in harm’s way protecting our freedoms.
As the day of the presentation drew closer, Angel began to decline and was spending most of his time in
bed. However, when Emilee High, Care Transition Coordinator, arrived on July 12, his family was
pleasantly surprised to see that Angel insisted on coming out to the living room for his quilt
presentation. Angel listened intently while the Heartland team shared with him the significance of a

Quilt of Honor and reminisced with everyone about his service. After the quilt presentation, Angel
proudly held his own Army picture and new patriotic quilt on his lap.
Angel also recently turned 84 and when asked if he had any life advice, he shared, “Be good to each
other. Be respectful; be grateful for what you have. Be faithful to your country.”
Heartland Hospice was grateful for this opportunity to show respect, honor and gratitude to this proud
veteran.
If you are a veteran, or know of someone who is, and would like additional education on the Hospice
benefit, please reach out to Heartland Hospice at 866-216-5708 and ask for either Emilee High or John
Payne.

