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Commander’s Message 
By Alex Kolander, 414-322-8702 
 
GREETINGS FELLOW 

LEGIONNAIRE’S: 

I pray everyone had a happy 

thanksgiving and would like to wish all 

a very Merry Christmas and a blessed 

New Year.   

Yes, another year come and gone. As we get older the 

time seems to go faster and we ask ourselves where 

did our youth go? The aches and pains grow with age 

and hinder our activities, but we continue, with our 

dedication to our cause of supporting Veterans, 

because we belong to a great organization! “THE 

AMERICAN LEGION”. Our hearts and souls are 

committed to this endeavor. Your board members 

work very hard at keeping us solvent by constant 

planning and execution of managements vision for the 

short term and long-term stabilization of our future.  

As everyone is aware, we are currently in the 

planning stages of a possible lease for our facility 

with an option to buy. Negotiations continue, to iron 

out all areas of the lease.  We have a Lawyer who is 

very familiar with lease contracts and have also hired 

an appraiser to provide us an appraisal for what our 

facility is worth. 

We have for the last number of months, not only at 

our monthly membership meetings, but also in 

various meetings with members, and the American 

Legion Auxiliary, briefed all aspects of the proposed 

lease. Information has been printed in past newsletters 

also. Naturally, as with anything that involves change, 

some people have issues with that change. In most 

cases it is fear of change, and sometimes refusal to 

accept change. If everyone had a real consideration 

for the future of our post, and not in some cases, 

selfishness that pertains to their own wants and needs, 
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and lately listening to dissidents who either refuse to 

accept this needed change and who really do not have 

the proper information at hand.  

It seems that there has been an unauthorized letter in 

circulation that has not been approved by the Executive 

board and is filled with misinformation and put together 

by some people who apparently fall in the category of 

dissidents. Every one of the points in this letter have 

been addressed in the current lease draft.  

On the 14th of December at 1800 we will conduct a 

question-and-answer period for all Legion members 

who have questions and want to have the real answers 

as to where we currently stand with the lease (as 

opposed to the misinformation in the unauthorized letter 

in circulation).  

Answers to anything and everything can always be 

addressed by calling board members with the listed 

telephone numbers in your newsletter. For anyone to 

say that we have not given an opportunity for a face-to-

face meeting means that they have not attended a 

membership meeting by their own choice! Your board 

deals only with honesty and integrity. Sour grapes have 

no place in our Legion community! 

Please attend the meeting on the 14th or at least call for 

honest answers and proper information. 

We can only survive the future with a proper vision for 

the future.  

AND GOD SAID: 

Fools give full vent to their rage, but the wise bring 

calm in the end: (Proverbs 29:11) 

Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person, do not 

associate with one easily angered; (Proverbs 22.24) 

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and 

slander, along with every form of malice.” (Ephesians 

4:31) 

2nd Vice Message 
By Roger Kiesner 414-350-0402 
 

Greetings To All 

 It has come to my attention that there are people who 

are  spreading misinformation regarding the proposed 

leasing of Post 449. We on the Executive Board are ex-

tending to the general membership an open question 

and answer session on December 14th, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

in the main hall. We urge all members in good standing 

that have questions to attend.  

1st Vice Message 

By Dave  West   P) 262 853  1860 

 MEMBERSHIP: YOUR 2021 MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES 

12/31/2021. YOU CAN RENEW ONLINE BUT IF YOU DO 

REMEMBER IT COULD TAKE A COUPLE OF MONTHS TO GET 

YOUR NEW CARD. IT TAKES TIME FOR STATE TO GET YOUR 

INFORMATION BACK TO OUR POST. YOUR NEW CARD IS SENT 

TO YOU FROM US. YOU ARE BETTER OFF TO MAIL YOUR 

RENEWAL INFORMATION DIRECTLY TO US. 

 ONE OTHER THING STATE SENDS OUT A SECOND MAILING FOR 

RENEWAL. THEY DON'T ALWAYS KNOW WHO HAS RENEWED 

ALREADY. IF YOU HAVE YOUR NEW CARD PLEASE DON'T SEND 

ANOTHER PAYMENT. IF YOU HAVEN’T RENEWED FOR 2022 

PLEASE RENEW TO GET YOUR NEW CARD. 

 WE ARE CLOSE TO MAILING OUT THE INFORMATION AND 

BALLOT FOR THE VOTE ON OUR LEASING OPPORTUNITY. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THIS LEASE WILL ASSURE OUR EXISTENCE 

FOR MANY YEARS TO COME. 

 I HOPE EVERYONE HAD A WONDERFUL THANKSGIVING. I HOPE 

TO SEE MANY OF YOU AT OUR 76TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

ON DECEMBER 5. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED IF YOU RECEIVED THE NEGATIVE LETTER 

FROM A GROUP OF PEOPLE THAT HAVE NO IDEA WHAT’S GOING 

ON. PLEASE JUST DISREGARD IT. EVERY VOTING MEMBER WILL 

RECEIVE  THE TOTAL INFORMATION IN THE MAIL. WE ALSO 

HAVE HELD INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS IN THE PAST. 

 THERE WILL ALWAYS BE NEGATIVE PEOPLE NO MATTER HOW 

MUCH WE TRY TO IMPROVE THE POST. 

 IT AMAZES ME HOW THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE WHO'S NAMES 

ARE ON THE NEGATIVE LETTER DON'T HAVE TIME TO ATTEND 

OUR MEETINGS BUT ARE ALWAYS THE FIRST TO COMPLAIN. 

Shady Land school children, Menomonee Falls, made 
thank you cards for Veterans. 
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Service Officer’s Message…     
By Richard Strehlow  
(262-641-0977) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Bugle (Members):  
Lloyd Stepian WWII    Harvin Abrahamson Korea  
             (Past Post Chaplain) 
Kenneth Rawling WWII   Marcus Frank Korea 
George Miley Korea     Alvin Stack WWII   
 
Last Bugle (Non-Members):  
William Kroger Peace Time   Richard Bruss Vietnam 
Randall Pollard WWII       John Stevens WWII 
Clleophus Dillahunty Persian Gulf  Robert Bonnett    
                Korea 
Robert Giesfeldt Vietnam   Charles Meyer WWII,Korea 
Robert Garnier Vietnam    Barry Hunt Peace Time  
   
 
Sick Bay: Harvey Kroening 
 

Notes Of Interest: I would like to thank the following 

families for their generous contributions to our Post for the 

Honor Guard’s service for their loved one. The Scott 

Family, The Mootz Family, The Johnson Family, The 

Horter Family. 

Honor Guard News:  

I’m happy to report that Frank Sternisha has rejoined the 

Honor Guard as well as a new member (Tom Bonesho). A 

big THANK YOU to both of them. 

My Messages: 

As your Post Service Officer, I am in full support of the 

ongoing lease agreement of our Post. This will provide us 

with a very comfortable financial position for years to come. 

Please remember to email any changes for your contact 

information to the Post Database at 

americanlegionpost449mail@yahoo.com If you don’t 

have E-Mail, please call the above listed phone number and 

leave a message of your changes. Please remember that our 

Post Constitution & By-Laws require that all members are 

responsible to notify the Post of any address, phone, or e-

mail changes. 

V.A. News & Info: 

Did you know as of October 11, 2021, there were more than 

204,000 backlog disability claims in an inventory of 

603,000 total disability claims? VA identified more than 

70,000 disability claims to review for additional entitlement 

stemming from the presumptive relationship between Agent 

Orange and Parkinsonism, bladder 

cancer and hypothyroidism. Many of these will enter the 

backlog in October 2021 which is projected to reach 

260,000 pending claims. 

A nonprofit veterans legal organization has created a 
program to help veterans file claims for illnesses related to 
burn pits and airborne pollutants found in combat zones. 
The National Veterans Legal Services Program, or 
NVLSP, announced recently that its new Burn Pits Claims 
Assistance Program will represent former service members 
seeking disability benefits for diseases that may have been 
caused by the fumes and chemicals emitted from open-air 
waste disposal sites used in Iraq, Afghanistan and 
elsewhere, as well as pollution from oil well fires and other 
hazards in the first Persian Gulf War. The announcement 
follows a move in August by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to designate three respiratory illnesses as presumed 
to be related to burn pit exposure: asthma, rhinitis and 
sinusitis. Presumptive illness status allows veterans to skip 
a portion of the process to apply for benefits, eliminating 
the need for them to prove their injuries and illnesses are 
directly caused by their military service. 

Did you know since World War II, more than two 
million service members have been discharged from U.S. 
military with a discharge status other than “honorable 
discharge.” Having a discharge that falls below a certain 
level can impact a veteran’s access to pensions, GI Bill 
education benefits, health care benefits, insurance or home 
loans, as well as carrying a negative stigma. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs has extended the 
presumptive period to Dec. 31, 2026 for qualifying chronic 
disabilities rated 10% or more resulting from undiagnosed 
illnesses in Persian Gulf War Veterans to ensure benefits 
established by Congress are fairly administered. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has extended the 
presumptive period to December 31, 2026 for qualifying 
chronic disabilities rated 10% or more resulting from 
undiagnosed illnesses in Persian Gulf War Veterans to 
ensure benefits established by Congress are fairly 
administered. 
If an extension of the current presumptive period was not 
implemented, service members whose conditions arise 
after December 31, 2021 would be substantially 
disadvantaged compared to service members whose 
conditions manifested at an earlier date. Limiting 
entitlement to benefits due to the expiration of the 
presumptive period would be premature given that current 
studies remain inconclusive as to the cause and time of 
onset of illnesses suffered by Persian Gulf War Veterans. 
VA presumes certain medically unexplained illnesses are 
related to Persian Gulf War service without regard to 
cause, including, chronic fatigue syndrome, fibromyalgia, 
and functional gastrointestinal disorders. Also included are 
undiagnosed illnesses with symptoms that may include but 
are not limited to abnormal weight loss, cardiovascular 
disease, muscle and joint in, headache, menstrual 
disorders, neurological and psychological problems, skin 

mailto:americanlegionpost449mail@yahoo.com
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conditions, respiratory disorders and sleep disturbances. Persian 
Gulf War Veterans who are experiencing any of the symptoms 
listed above and other unexplained medical issues are encouraged 
to file a claim. 
 
Did you know most states have Medicaid Home and Community 
Based Services waivers that provide financial assistance to 
help veterans avoid nursing homes and remain living at 
home? Each state has different waivers, eligibility requirements 
and benefits.  
 
Last summer, a veteran in Las Vegas died by suicide two hours 
after he was discharged from a Department of Veterans 
Affairs inpatient mental health facility, despite having told a 
family member while he was hospitalized that maybe he "should 
just die." An investigation found that the facility failed to address 
the patient's complaints and didn't flag him as high risk. 
Furthermore, the facility didn't fully examine the circumstances 
that led to the death and never listed it as a "sentinel event" -- in 
effect, hiding the death from scrutiny up the leadership chain, 
according to the VA's Office of Inspector General. In the past five 
years, the Veterans Health Administration has grappled with 
several high-profile patient safety issues, including the murder of 
seven veterans at a Clarksburg, West Virginia, VA hospital; an 
alcoholic pathologist who went unchallenged on his job, resulting 
in 3,000 diagnostic errors; and a VA gynecologist who made 
graphic and lewd comments to patients while conducting pelvic 
examinations. While these cases center on errors or malfeasance 
by individuals, they demonstrate a systemic failure of leadership 
and indicate a need to accelerate the VA's efforts to overhaul its 
health care culture, according to the top watchdogs for the VA and 
the federal government. 

Did you know in May 2021, VA started implementing provisions 
of the William M. Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2021 (NDAA), adding bladder 
cancer, hypothyroidism and Parkinsonism to the list of medical 
conditions presumptively associated with exposure to Agent 
Orange? A few months later, VA added asthma, rhinitis and 
sinusitis (to include rhinosinusitis) on a presumptive basis based 
on particulate matter exposures during military service in 
Southwest Asia and certain other areas. 

The Biden administration is moving to improve the disability 
claims process for veterans with illnesses linked to toxic exposure, 
such as respiratory disease and lung cancer, and make it easier for 
them to connect with specialists who can treat them. On Thursday, 
the White House and Department of Veterans Affairs announced 
several new initiatives for service members and vets affected by 
burn pits, industrial waste and other sources of toxic chemicals 
used in combat environments. 

Did you know the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is 
launching a new pilot model to research possible connections 
between veterans with certain rare cancers and exposure to toxins 
during military service? Research will occur over the next several 
months. Veterans with certain medical conditions could be eligible 
for fast-tracked health benefits if VA finds a connection. VA said 
the goal is to lower the amount of evidence veterans need to 
provide to access these benefits. The initiative will include efforts 
to train VA clinicians and benefits employees on toxic 
exposures. VA will also create a new call center and network of 
experts on environmental toxins to handle questions 
from veterans. 
 
Did you know the VA issued revised Form 10-10EZ Application 

for Health Benefits, effective in July 2021? The form now has a 
question concerning whether a veteran is applying for enrollment 
or for registration. Some veterans need only to apply for 
registration and do not have to complete the entire Form 10-
10EZ. For example, a veteran who served in Vietnam or Blue 
Water Navy near the Vietnam coastline who qualify, need only 
register for VA health care by virtue of the presumptive nature of 
exposures they experienced while in Vietnam. The income means 
test does not apply to such veterans. Another change is gender 
identification which now has “birth gender”; male or female, and 
“Self-identified gender Identity”; male, female, transmale/
transman/female-to-male, transfemale/transwoman/male-to-female 
and finally the option to choose not to answer. The new form also 
does not inquire as to your “net worth,” which was earlier part of 
the “means” test for enrollment. These changes do not alter the 
income test used by the VA to determine whether the veteran must 
pay deductibles, co-pays and out-of-pocket maximums. 
 
Please   Remember………. That all gave some, but many gave 
all!      

Thank you to Elizabeth Wilkinson,  Lilli Schwantes, Janese Baket, Beth 

Weare and Kitty Larkin for all your help assembling 55 Blessing Bags for 

the homeless in Milwaukee.  

Congratulations Tristan Farber 

for being awarded the Howard 

Memorial Scholarship Award!  
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http://www.military.com/benefits/veteran-benefits
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Annual Giving Fund 

Donations Top $11,000 

 

Five weeks into this year’s campaign, our Annual 
Giving Fund has received over $11,000 in 
donations.  Again this year, our 449 Family has 
proven to be very generous.  Thank you, all! 

 

We wish to also offer our thanks to Ted and 
Beverly Giannattasio at Amerigraphics.  Back in 
September, they handled the printing of all our 
letters and donor cards.  We also offer special 
thanks to everyone in who showed up at the Post 
on Monday, October 11 to stuff 1,190 envelopes, 
attach mailing labels and stick on postage stamps.  
A big job made a little easier because of an ample 
supply of fresh donuts and coffee!  Great 
teamwork, everyone! 

 

Your donations support our Post 449 Memorial 
Building, a revered place that serves as home 
base for virtually all our Legion activities.  Our 
Memorial Building makes possible and practical 
the work we do as Legionnaires.  The Annual 
Giving Fund is all about hanging onto our home 
base so we can do our Legion work in the years 
ahead. 

 

Our fellow veterans, families, children, and 
neighbors are the ultimate beneficiaries of all our 
efforts.  Please help us stay on mission!    

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays 
from your Elmbrook Cabin Committee 

 

  

 

Winter is upon us, but it’s never too early to start planning of your next summer vacation.  
 

Jolly Ole St. Nick recommends first-rate accommodations in Wisconsin’s north woods, with weekly rates that will be exceedingly 
kind to your pocketbook. No expensive plane fares or rental cars. No hefty room rates at those lavish resorts. No, sir – just a 
short, scenic ride to ‘God’s Country, USA.’ Stay at a clean and cozy cabin, on the shore of Little Lake Tomahawk, in Hazelhurst, 
WI. You get all this for a fraction of the cost that you would spend elsewhere. 
 

Each of our three cabins have knotty pine throughout - two bedrooms (two twin beds each) along with a queen size futon in the 
living room, modern bathrooms with walk-in showers, up-to-date kitchens with microwave, coffeemaker, stove, refrigerator and 
all the cookware, dinnerware, and utensils you will ever need. Comfy furniture to watch your favorite cable programing on a flat-
screen television, in living room. The walk-out patio beckons you to sit and relax while enjoying the woodland splendor and lake 
views. Each cabin has a pier for spectacular sightings of wildlife, loons or a majestic eagle flying above. 

   

Think of vacationing at a beautiful Elmbrook cabin! 
 

~ RESERVATION DAY - - - April 30, 2022 ~ 
 

www.449cabins.org 

The Bucky Badger Brunch Kitchen crew.  Back, L to R; Leigh Rainer, 

Debbie Wink, Gary Wink, Lani Becker, Lynne Ehnert and Bill Roche.   

Mary Ihrig won the Wisconsin Badger Jacket at the Bucky Badger Brunch 

Raffle on November 6.  Her son Gary is all smiles for his Mother!  Jennie 

and Richard Riemer donated the jacket.  

http://www.449cabins.org
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Dear Member: 
 
There is an angry”NOTICE” floating around, which I guess is intended to panic the 449 membership regarding the 
research the Post Executive Committee (sometimes called “the Board”) has considered for our Memorial Building 
long term.   
 
It has been long recognized that our Post Building ownership and operation in the current form is not a long term 
possibility.  We can not long continue to operate as we currently are.  The Board has looked at a number of 
possibilities over the years in terms of a smaller location, buy vs lease and a myriad of others.  The current 
possibility is the first time they have found something worthy of discussion, and recommendation to you. 
 
Commander Kolander and I have over recent months shared within our columns, details that might be in the final 
agreement for a lease/purchase of our building.  I guess the “angry group” missed those.  Additionally, it is 
noteworthy that at the November 23 General Membership Meeting , there were only three (3) members in 
attendance in addition to the officers. 
 
As promised when we first began the current process, the Post will host a Q & A session on Tuesday, December 
14 following the opening of Post Executive Committee Meeting at 6:00 PM. 
 
This will be a polite one question at a time session.  In anticipation of larger than normal attendance, only current 
paid up members of Post 449 will be allowed to ask a question, as only they will have a vote. 
 
As previously shared, the following are a couple of points for consideration: 
 

Monday will become the new Tuesday for the regular meeting schedule:  Exec. Committee; SAL; Auxiliary and 
monthly Membership Meeting.  All other events will be scheduled as they are now, on appropriate days of 
the week. 

Boondocks will be open for lunch and dinner Tuesday through Sunday.  That sounds better than open at 4:30 
a couple days a week.   

All operating expenses would be paid by Boondocks. 
Boondocks, Stone Ridge is a very nice venue.  I encourage you to go visit. 

 
Following the December 14th meeting, the Paid up Members will be sent an information package with a ballot, 
requesting a YES or NO vote.  The validity of the ballots will be verified.  Former members and non Post 449 
Legion members will not be allowed to vote. 
 
Please read the mailing carefully.  Feel free to ask questions.  Your officers' phone numbers are listed on the front 
page of this newsletter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chuck Roloff, PPC, PDVC 
Judge Advocate 
Post 449 

Boy Scout Troop and leaders attended the Veterans Day Flag Disposal.  70 Stockings shipped to Veterans overseas.   
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The Presidents Message 
By Kitty Larkin, 262-295-2922 

kittysltr@wi.rr.com  

 

  The last half of this year has passed by as 
quickly as the down of a thistle and it won’t 
be long until the entire year has quickly 
passed. 

 Bucky Badger’s Brunch as sponsored by the ALA and 
SAL was very successful due to the support of all the 
branches of our Post membership.   As a result, a check in 
the amount of $1,120.00 was presented to the 449 
Scholarship fund.  Working together pays off! 

      The ALA presented a set of the Wisconsin and U.S. 
Flags to the Daisy Girl Scout Troop 417 pf St. Dominic’s 
School at the Veterans Day Flag Retirement Program at the 
Post.  Girl Scouts and boy Scouts participate in the 
ceremony.  These young people could possibly be our future 
membership replacements, so it is joyful to see them taking 
part in flag education programs. 

 Four of our ALA members participated in the Department 
Gift Wrapping Day at the Post.  These gifts were selected by 
veterans that are currently hospitalized in the local veteran’s 
hospitals.  They were able to select gifts for members of 
their families, wrapped by unit members and will be mailed 
to their families in time for Christmas.  In many cases, this is 
the first time that dad is actually selecting the gift himself 
rather than having a family member do the job for him. 

             Our unit will be collecting small, gift-wrapped 
packages to be used as bingo prizes at Heritage Assisted 
Living of Elm Grove where Gloria Smith, a Unit 449 Past 
President resides.   These small tokens will help make the 
last bingo games of this year a little more exciting for these 
residents.  The packages could be brought to our Dec. 21st 
meeting or dropped off at the Post prior to the meeting and 

AUXILIARY DIRECTORY               
 

President      Kitty Larkin          262-295-2922  
1st Vice President    Lylette Smith     414-378-4107 
2nd Vice President  Janese Baket     414-873-6087 
Secretary      Pat Charney      414-423-9931 
Treasurer      Darlene Baczek    262-853-8413 
Chaplain      Anita “Sam” Catura   414-418-0289 
Sgt.-at-Arms    Beth Weare      414-841-3117 
Asst. Sgt.-at-Arms  Jennie Riemer     262-215-8617 

Membership     Dawn Mariscal     262-442-4952  
Historian      Teresa Clemetson     262-212-9955  
Parliamentarian   Lilli Schwantes     262-785-5520 

Jr. Past President  Shannon Daigle     904-415-1597 

Member-at-Large   Dawn Mariscal     262-442-4952  
Member-at-Large   Julie Banaszak     414-460-9500  
  

AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY 

   Empowering Women, Inspiring Communities   

will be delivered in time for their Dec. 22nd bingo activity.  
Remember the old saying:  All Good Things Come in Small 
Packages.  Let’s help make this true! 

 Currently, we have a few remaining positions that are 
lacking leadership skills.  It would be wonderful to fill the 
Chaplain position as it is an Executive Committee position, 
as well as the blood Drive Chairmanship and Badger Girls 
State Chairmanship.  These important positions have been 
chaired by Carol Lers for many years and it would be a good 
time to give her a break as she drives 45 miles to our 
meetings.  This would allow us to help select the next group 
of delegates to represent our unit in this educational event 
annually and help make sure there is always a blood supply 
on hand for emergencies.  Let’s start the new year with a full 
slate of officers and chairmen. 

 Many thanks to all who have represented our Unit in so 
many different ways during this year by your attendance at 
meetings and through the many activities that have helped us 
both financially and personally support our veterans. 

 May all of you have a very Merry Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year.  Kitty       

1st Vice Report     
By:  Lylette Smith 
414-378-4107    lylettesmith03@yahoo.com 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

 

December 1  Civil Air Patrol (USAF Auxiliary) Birthday 
December 5  Post Birthday Party 
December 7  Pearl Harbor Rememberance Day 
December 12 Cookie Walk 
December 13 U.S. National Guard Birthday 
December 18 National Wreaths Across American 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped with the “Stockings for 
Soldiers” on November 8th.  Thank you to all who donated 
items to help fill the stockings; Kitty Larkin, Jennie & Rich-
ard Reimer, Janese & Don Baket, Julie Banaszak, Elizabeth 
Wilkinson and Michele Johnstone.   We delivered 70 stock-
ings to Max A. Sass Funeral Home.  These will be delivered 
to Veterans overseas. 

 
Thank you to Kitty Larkin, Janese Baket, Beth Weare, Eliza-
beth Wilkinson, Lylette Smith and Lilli Schwantes for donat-
ing and helping to fill 55 “Blessing Bags” which were  donat-
ed to the Street Angels to be distributed to the Homeless in 
Milwaukee.   Also, thank you to Vivian Schmidt, Julie 
Banaszak, Teresa, Steven, Courtney & Connor Clemetson, 
Betty Conlon,  Michele Johnstone, Dolores & Harvey Kroening, 
Mary Ihrig and Jennie & Richard Riemer for all their donations to 
the “Blessing Bags”. 
 

The Auxiliary and Bill Roche donated turkeys to McBob’s Pub & 
Grill for Thanksgiving.  The Auxiliary also donated 8 pies 
and cool whip.  Thanksgiving dinner was served to many 

mailto:kittysltr@wi.rr.com
mailto:lylettesmith03@yahoo.com
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2nd Vice Message! 
By Janese Baket  
414-873-6087 jbaket@att.net  

Hi everyone, 
Here we are in the last month of the 
year.  I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving!  There is much to be thank-
ful for including the fact that we were able to get out and 
see people again.  On December 21st the Auxiliary will 
hold our annual potluck instead of our usual meet-
ing.  Entertainment will be provided by the J Ryan 
Trio.  Hope to see many of you there.  Remember if you 
need a ride please call and someone will try to accommo-
date you.  Our numbers are provided here in the newslet-
ter.   
May you all have a blessed Holiday Season and a very 
Happy New Year! 
Until next time……  

Unit 449 Auxiliary Membership 
Report 
By Dawn Mariscal              
262 442 4952  dmariscal@wi.rr.com  

 
Hello ALA Unit 449 members!   
 
Hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with family 
and friends and are now looking forward to the holidays 
ahead.  Post 449 will have so much to offer in the month of 
December and hope you get the chance to enjoy the activities 
ahead starting with the Post 449 75th Birthday celebration, 
Cookie Walk, Holiday Apparel Contest & Party, and Chili/
Soup Cookoff.  See the ads through this newsletter for more 
details. 
 
Our 2022-unit membership goal is 326 and we are currently 
at 185 paid members.  Membership dues are $30 for senior 

Veterans at McBob’s Pub & Grill.  Thank you Bill Roche for 
donating some turkeys to be 
used for Veterans Thanksgiving Dinner!   
 
If you see these ladies please thank Beth Weare, Karen Bro-
zovich, Joleen Gordon, Sam Catura and Kitty Larkin for dec-
orating the inside and outside of the post for Christmas!  
Beautiful job ladies! 
 
Thank you everyone for all your help.  We couldn’t help our 
Veterans and our Community without your help!  You all 
“Rock”! 
 

THANK YOU LORD FOR ALLOWING US TO BE PART 
OF SUCH A WONDERUL NATION – ONE NATION UN-
DER GOD.  WE ARE PROUD TO BE AMERICANS AND 
THANK ALL VETERANS FOR THEIR SERVICE!  GOD 
BLESS AMERICA!!! 

 
  

members and $5.75 for junior members (under age 18).  
Please see information below for ways to pay.   
 

Ways to Pay ALA Dues! 
Pay online: Visit www.ALAforVeterans.org and click 
“Renew” in the top right corner. You will need to have an 
account already set up. If not, you will need to create an 
account – it’s fast and easy! Once you have logged in, click 
on the “Pay Dues”. You will then be prompted to review 
your member info and input your payment information. You 
can pay with a VISA or Mastercard credit/debit card online. 
After your online payment has cleared, you will receive an 
email with a copy of your 2022 membership card within a 
matter of minutes. National Headquarters will also send your 
membership card to you via USPS mail, so please make sure 
your current address appears in your online profile. 
 
Pay by phone: Call National Headquarters at (317) 569-
4570 with your member ID ready. You will speak with a real 
person who will assist you in paying your 2022 dues. You 
can even pay multiple Auxiliary members’ dues at the same 
time. This is the best way to get your Junior Members 
(members under 18) renewed! VISA, Mastercard, or 
Discover credit/debit card accepted. Your 2022 membership 
card will be mailed directly to your home. Hours to pay by 
phone are Monday through Friday, 8:00AM-4:30PM 
EDT. 
 
Pay by Mail: Members of ALA Unit 449 wish to renew 
their 2022 due you can mail to Dawn Mariscal, ALA Unit 
449, W141N6739 Memory Rd, Menomonee Falls, WI  
53051.  Make checks made payable to ALA Unit 449. 
   
To stay in touch with the great things happening with 
ALA Unit 449, be sure to “LIKE” our new Facebook 
page @ ALA Unit 449 Brookfield WI.  We will be posting 
events and volunteer opportunities for everyone to take 
part in.  In addition, when at the Post be sure to look at 
the new Optisign in the lounge area.  This signage will 
also keep everyone up to date and current as to “what’s 
happening”.  If you oversee a committee or an event and 
want information posted on the Optisign, please reach 
out to me so I can help get your information shared.  You 
can provide me with predesigned signage, or I would be 
happy to design one for you.  Information can be emailed 
to me at dmariscal@wi.rr.com. 

mailto:jbaket@att.net
mailto:dmariscal@wi.rr.com
https://www.alaforveterans.org/
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SONS  

OF THE  

AMERICAN LEGION  
 

OFFICERS DIRECTORY 

 
Commander     Leigh Rainer     262-549-1939 
Vice Cmdr.     John Mahoney     414-750-7872 
2nd Vice Cmdr.   Open 
3rd Vice Cmdr.    Gary Wink      414-852-3806 
Chaplain      Dave West      262-853-1860 
Finance Officer   Leigh Rainer     262-549-1939 
Sgt at Arms      Open  
Adjutant      Leigh Rainer     262-549-1939 
Judge Advocate   Rick D Steinberg     262-784-2511 
S.A.L. Advisor    Dave West      262-853-1860 
ALA Advisor    Open 
 

Greetings from the Squadron Commander 

By Leigh Rainer, 262-549-1939 

“Greetings” from Leigh Rainer, your S.A.L. Grand Pubba 

Our next S.A.L. meeting will be on: January 18, 2022, at 7:00 

p.m. 

Don’t forget to renew your S.A.L. membership as soon as 

possible. You can leave them at the Post or mail them to me at 

N20W22276 North Ave., Waukesha, WI 53186. The dues are 

$20.00 per year or $35.00 for 2 years. 

Our American Legion 449 “Honor Guard” is still looking for 

people to join. Please give me a call at 262-549-1939 or Dick 

Strelow, 262-641-0977 for any information.  We could use the 

help to represent this fine tradition of honoring our veterans. 

Your S.A.L. is still looking for someone to be our treasurer and 

Adjutant. Please give me a call if you wish to volunteer for this 

highly paid position.  

The S.A.L. and the ALA, wish to “THANK” everyone that 

supported our fundraiser on Nov.6th. 

From all the membership of your S.A.L.; Have a great Holiday 

season 

     Hopefully this will lighten up your day. 

Here’s a good holiday tip: Never look up to catch snowflakes 

with your tongue until you’re sure all the birds have flown south 

for the winter. 

    We are the “Sons of the American Legion,” a team you can 

depend on.  God bless our veterans, our military, and the 
United States of America. 

Girl Scouts attended the Disposal of Flags Ceremony on Veteran's 

Day.   Kitty Larkin and Lylette Smith presented to Girl Scout Troop #1427 of 

St. Dominic and their leader Laura Grebe flags, poles, stands and carrying 

case donated by the Auxiliary.  



 

 

Cudworth▬Stenz▬Griesell▬Smith   
American Legion Post 449 

3245 N. 124th St., Brookfield 

 Banquet Hall Rental 
For 

Club Meetings ♦ Retirements 
Award Dinners ♦Weddings ♦Anniversaries 
Birthdays ♦ Graduation & Holiday Parties 

Accommodations For 20-200 . . On-Site Catering by 
Bunzel’s 

 
Full Service Bar . . Affordable Pricing 

 

 
For Reservations Contact Beth Weare 

414-841-3117 
(M - F after 5 pm, S - S after noon) 
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Temporarily postponed 

Playing for your listening and dancing pleasure  

  
Every Second Monday of the Month 1:30 to 3:30 

      $3.00/Person Admission 

 
PUBLIC WELCOME 

at 
American Legion Post 449 

 3245 N. 124th Street, Brookfield 

 

POST 449 PROUDLY 

PRESENTS 
 

JOYCE BEVAN on the 

piano EVERY FRIDAY 

NIGHT      3:00 TO  5:00  

(No Cover) 
 

FRIDAY LOUNGE MUSIC 

6:30 - 10:00  

(No Cover) 
PUBLIC WELCOME, NO CARRY-INS! 

SWING BAND!  Second Monday of the month 1:30 pm—3:30 pm 



 

$  MONDAY FUN NITE  $ 
Mark your calendars—tell everyone!  

 

American Legion Post 449 
3245 N. 124th St., Brookfield 

     

Sign In Drawing at 7:00 pm 
 

Support Your Post! 
●●●●●Public Welcome●●●●● 

Drink Carry Ins Not Allowed   

 The Appliance Doctor 

          Jeff  Kolsch   

                        Owner 

     Fast Reliable Repair on all 

                Major Appliances 

                            Call 414-419-3686 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Auto-Business-Farm-Life-Annuities.  Post Member. 
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Funeral Homes & 
Cremation Services 

 
14075 West North Avenue 

Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005 
Phone 262-782-5330 

Fax 262-780-3044 
 

contactus@beckerritter.com 

 

THURSDAYS 5 Till 9 

 

Maintenance — New Installations 

Paul’s Overhead Door Service 
Post Member 

(414) 640-6303 

                        Industrial  

                                Commercial  

                                                Residential 
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December 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

1 Closed 

  

2 Open 1:00 - 10:00p 

VFW 7-9 pm 
Karaoke 5-9 pm 
Cook in 5-8 pm  

3 Open 1:00 - 10:00p 
Joyce Bevans 4:00-6:00  

Styles 6-10 pm 

4 Open 11:30 -  4:00 

Sign in.  

HITMEN 6-10 p  

5 POST 
BIRTHDAY 
PARTY 1-9 pm 

6 Open 4:00—10:00p 

Sign in 

One More Time 
Band 
1-3:30 
Swing Band 

7 Closed  
 

 

 
 

 

8 Closed 

WOW  5-9 pm 
DartBall 5-9 pm  

9 Open 1:00 - 10:00p 

HOGS 5:30-9 pm 
Karaoke 5-9 pm 
Cook-in 5-8 pm 

10 Open 1:00 - 10:00p 

Fish Fry  4:30- 7:30p 
Joyce Bevans 4:00-6:00  

HITMEN 6-10cpm 

11 Open 11:30 -  
4:00p 
Sign in 

Vendor Event  
9-4 p 
Pet Food Drive & 
Lunch 11-2 p  

12 Auxillary 
Cookie Walk 
9-2 pm 

13 Open 4:00—10:00p 

Sign in 

One More Time 
Band Holiday Dance 
1-3:30pm   AUSA 6
-8p  

14 Closed  

Exec Board Meeting 
1-3 pm  

15 Closed 

Miller/Coors 
Christmas Party 
10-3 pm 
Dartball 5-9 pm 

16 Open 1:00 - 10:00p 

COOK IN 5-8 pm  
17  Open 1:00 - 10:00p  
Joyce Bevans 4:00-6:00  

Styles 6-10p 
Fish Fry 430-730 p 

18 Open 11:30 -  4:00p 
Sign in  

Falcons 6-10 p  

19 Packer Game 
noon 
Open at 11  

20 Open 4:00—10:00p 

Sign in 

One More Time 
Band 
1-3:30 pm   

21 Closed  

Aux Meeting 6-8 pm 
Sal meeting  6-8 pm  
 

22 Closed 

Dartball  5-9 pm  
23 Open 1:00 - 10:00p 

C00K IN  5-8 pm 

24  CLOSED 
Christmas Eve 

25 CLOSED 
Christmas 

26 CLOSED   27  Open 4:00-10:00p 

Sign in 

One More Time 
Band 
1-3:30 pm 

28 Closed 29 Closed 

Dartball  5-9 pm 

30 Open 1:00 - 10:00p 

Cook In 5-8 pm 

31 CLOSED  
New Years eve 

1 CLOSED 
New Years Day 

2  3 Open 4:00—10:00p 

Sign in 

4 Closed 5 Closed 9 Open 1:00 - 10:00p 

 

10 Open 1:00 - 10:00 p  
Joyce Bevans 4:00-6:00  
 

11 Open 11:30 -  4:00p 
Sign in 

 


