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Our 16™ Anniversary
Edition!

Elmbrook School District Referendum
Information Sessions, Facility Tours to be Held

(BROOKFIELD) Following the Board
of Education’s approval of the 20-Year
Facilities Plan and the placement of a
$100 million capital referendum on
the November 3" ballot, Elmbrook
Schools invites community members to
learn more about the proposal and ask
questions at several upcoming events.

The District will host virtual Q&A
sessions and in-person school tours to
share information about proposed updates
at Elmbrook’s four oldest schools.

All sessions and tours
will be held
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Community members are encouraged
to attend, learn more about the identified
facility needs and see the proposed areas
of improvement firsthand.

Additional  project information,
school facility profiles and a tax impact
calculator are available in the Referendum
Resource Center at elmbrookschools.org/
referendum

STATE SENATE

Congratulations to
Elm Grove News-Independent
on your 16th anniversary!

VOTE NOV. 3

Paid for by Friends of Robyn Vining

ElImbriok
A Schools

become what's next

*Virtual Q&A Session - October 12
(Join at elmbrookschools.org/ref26)

*Tonawanda Elementary School Tours
September 15 and October 15
*Swanson Elementary School Tours
September 16 and October 14
*Wisconsin Hills Middle School Tours
September 17 and October 20
*Pilgrim Park Middle School Tours
September 23 and October 7
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News-Independent Lic

Elm Grove

1 Know Where You Live!”

Founder / Owner / Publisher / Editor
Lisabeth Passalis-Bain

Click on ARCHIVE to read past issues.

News & Advertising

elmgrovenews@yahoo.com
(262) 782-6193

www.elmgrove.news

Lisabeth
Passalis-Bain

Photographer / Photo Editor
James L. W. Bain

Production & Distribution Assistant
Christos Passalis-Bain

Web Designer / Webmaster
Nicholas Passalis-Bain

We THANK all of our
ADVERTISERS & these

Friends of

The News

*Dale Reich
*Nancy Gloe
*Nancy Ferguson

Production Artist
roduction Artis *Silver Spur Restaurant

Chaz *Leanne Wied
. *Geri Fotsch
Published monthly. *Elm Grove Kiwanis Club-Golden K

*Gen & Justin Daniels-Brown
*Curt & Nancy Waddell
*The Lange Family
*Bruce & Susan Davidson
*John Kuenzle & Kate Kuenzle
*Krista Allenstein
*Mary York
* A Faithful Reader

Distributed via the U.S. Postal Service
to every Residence & Business
in Elm Grove, Wisconsin 53122.
Additional copies available at select
locations within EIm Grove &
neighboring communities.
Online @ www.elmgrove.news

*Anonymous Readers

Mailing address:
Elm Grove News-Independent
14420 Watertown Plank Rd.
Elm Grove, WI 53122-2423

for helping to Sponsor this edition.

If YOU appreciate the local news,
features, and information
that The News-Independent

Copyright 2026 by provides...
Elm Grove News-Independent LL.C please complete and submit the
Al rights reserved. “Friends” form below.

Any reproduction without written permission
from the Publisher is prohibited.

Freedom of the Press is Essential. Community News Matters.

Support Your Local Newspaper!
by becoming one of our valued

Friends of 7/he News

Sponsor Coverage of hyper-local NEWS & INFORMATION.

* Sponsors’ names are published in every issue in recognition of their support.
NOTE: Sponsors may choose to be listed as “anonymous”.

QUESTIONS: E-mail: elmgrovenews@yahoo.com OR Call (262) 782-6193

*To become a Friends of 7/e News sponsor, complete & mail this
form + check (payable to Elm Grove News-Independent LLC) to:
Friends of The News, 14420 Watertown Plank Rd., EIm Grove, WI 53122

Name(s)

Address

City State Zip code

Phone # E-mail:

COMMENTS ABOUT THE NEWSPAPER:

* I/We want to help sponsor The News-Independent:

* $10.00 per issue x ___ issues=$
* Additional contribution = $

A check for a total of $ is enclosed.

Presenting The News-Independent’s

‘Sweet Sixteen’ Edition

Dear Readers,

The hyper-local newspaper, that you see
before you, has reached another glorious
milestone. It has remained continuously in
print for 16 years (and online for most of that
time). This is edition #193.

5,000 printed copies per edition x 193
months = a rather astounding 965,000
copies distributed to date. (We expect to hit
the 1,000,000 copies distributed” mark 7
months from now with the publishing of our
200" edition in APRIL 2027.)

The Front-Page slogan ---Freedom of
the Press is Essential. Community News
Matters. --- remains ever meaningful as
more and more newspapers throughout
the country shrink their coverage, reduce
their staffs, or stop publishing altogether.
Generally, that happens because of one or two
reasons. Maybe a longtime publisher wants

-F I read about eight
newspapers in a day.

I - -
or needs to quit, but can’t find someone with When I'm in a town with
the knowledge, experience and interest to
replace them OR, it is financially impossible nnly one nEWEPaper. I
to continue because of dwindling revenue md |t eight t|mes_

from subscriptions and advertising.

My decades-long career as a journalist
provides me with experience and to that I
add a substantial sense of determination to
remain publishing The News-Independent
indefinitely.

It is all about SERVING THE COMMUNITY by offering valuable news and
information FREE-OF-CHARGE, both in print and on our website: www.elmgrove.
news. (Click on Archive to read current and many past editions.)

So, my SINCERE THANKS to every individual, business, club, organization, school,
church, et. al. who have included advertising in the paper and/or helped sponsor it
through our Friends of The News option. (See form below.) If you have never financially
supported the paper, please consider doing so. An informed public is essential to a
Democracy and newspapers consistently bring a community together.

You can, as the late Will Rogers, once wrote: Read 8 papers a day OR, read this edition
8 times OR maybe give copies of The News-Independent to 8 friends to help ‘Spread The
News’. Give that some thought.

Questions and comments about the paper are always welcome.

CHEERS to 16 YEARS ... and counting!

Keep it Local

with

Simply Checking

15900 W Bluemound Rd, Brookfield Wl 53005
(888) 485-4400

Midwest
Bank

G FDIC FOiG-insured - Backod by the full faith and credif of the UL 5. Government

F 4

SUNSET

PLAYHOQUSE

SunsetPlayhouse.com

September 21 - 22, 2026 262-TE2-4430

October 16 - 18, 2026
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Village Update

By Jim Koleski, President — Village of EIm Grove /

As  summer
begins to wind
down and we
look toward
fall, September
provides an
opportunity  to
reflect on the
progress  made
throughout Elm
Grove over the
past several
months and to look ahead at the important
work continuing across our community.

One of the most visible areas of progress
this summer has been our ongoing
investment in pedestrian connectivity
and infrastructure. Construction of the
Highland Drive pathway represents another
significant step in the Village’s multi-year
effort to create safer and more accessible
connections throughout Elm Grove. At the
same time, the Village continues to evaluate
future improvements with an emphasis on
thoughtful planning, resident input, fiscal
responsibility, and preserving the character
that makes EIm Grove unique.

Work also continues on several other
significant infrastructure initiatives. The
Village remains actively engaged inadvancing
the Underwood Creek Daylighting project,
including coordination with our engineers,
regulatory partners, contractors, and the
railroad. While this has been a complex
undertaking, the Village remains focused
on protecting the community’s investment
and advancing a project intended to provide
long-term environmental, stormwater, and
community benefits. The Village’s annual
road repaving program will begin later than
usual this year. The delayed start is primarily
due to the unexpected workload undertaken
by the Department of Public Works to replace
the twin stormwater cross-culverts beneath
Wrayburn Road and Hollyhock Lane. As

jkoleski@elmgrovewi.or

repaving moves forward, road repaving
work will prioritize arterial streets to help
minimize disruptions to local traffic to the
greatest extent feasible.

Another important area of focus is the
future of our emergency services. Earlier
this year, organizational health assessments
were completed for both the Elm Grove
Fire Department and Emergency Medical
Services. The results provided valuable
insight into the strengths of both organizations
while also identifying opportunities to
enhance long-term sustainability. The Village
is now exploring potential organizational
models and professional consulting assistance
to evaluate how Fire and EMS services can
best be positioned for the future. Our priority
throughout this process remains maintaining
high-quality, responsive emergency services
for Elm Grove residents while carefully
considering staffing, operations, finances,
governance, and the long-term needs of our
community.

Planning for Elm Grove’s future is
also occurring through the Village’s
Comprehensive Plan and Downtown

Master Plan process. This effort provides
an important opportunity for residents,
businesses, and other stakeholders to help
shape a shared vision for the community. As
this process continues, I encourage residents
to participate and share their perspectives.
The decisions made today will help guide land
use, transportation, economic development
and community spaces for years to come.

This fall also marks a special milestone
as the Elm Grove Community Foundation
celebrates the 10th anniversary of
Oktoberfest. Over the past decade,
Oktoberfest has become a much-anticipated
Elm Grove tradition, bringing neighbors,
families, and friends together for an enjoyable
celebration of community. We are grateful to
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the Community Foundation and the many
volunteers, sponsors, and local partners who
have helped make this event possible year
after year. I encourage residents to come out,
enjoy the festivities, and help celebrate ten
years of this wonderful EIm Grove tradition!

September also marks a transition back
into the rhythm of school, fall activities
and community events. Please remember
that much of the Village’s work takes
place through our boards, commissions,
and committees, and residents are always
encouraged to stay informed and participate.
Meeting agendas, minutes, project updates,
and other information are available through
the Village website: www.elmgrovewi.org

Finally, I want to recognize our Village
employees, volunteers, emergency
responders, committee members, and
residents who contributed to another busy and
productive summer. ElIm Grove continues to
benefit tremendously from people who care
deeply about this community and are willing
to invest their time and energy in making it an
exceptional place to live.

On behalf of the Village Board, thank
you for your continued involvement and
support. I hope you and your family enjoy
the beginning of another beautiful fall in EIm
Grove!

Report from The Capitol

By Robyn Vining, State Representative — Assembly District 13 *Serving Elm Grove & sections of Brookfield & Wauwatosa

“Data Centers”

Everyone is concerned about data
centers, and I understand why — we
worry about the impacts that these large-
scale projects have on our communities,
the environment, public health, and our
utility bills.

But here’s what a lot of folks don’t
know, there is already legislation sitting
in Madison that would help to alleviate
many of these concerns. In fact, the
legislature at any time could go into what’s
called an “Extraordinary Session” and
vote on this legislation (described below).
And yet, unfortunately, Republican
lawmakers and Republican leadership in
Madison have continually refused to give
this bill a vote. As a legislator, this has been
frustrating to see our legislature do nothing
to protect Wisconsinites. I want to hear what
you think.

I am a co-author of the Data Center
Accountability Act (2025 Senate Bill 729)
that was spearheaded by Milwaukee-area
legislator Senator Jodi Habush Sinykin last
year. 2025 Senate Bill 729 would prevent data
centers from passing costs to citizens, require
transparency about water usage, energy
consumption, climate change, and emissions
concerns, and ensure that these companies
pay for the energy infrastructure needed for
them to operate, and for the energy that they
use. When Republican leadership blocked
a vote on this bill, they left us with data
center developments that are not subject
to this regulation — and I recognize that
has left Wisconsinites deeply concerned.

I support efforts to repeal the tax
giveaways that were given to data centers
to get them to set up shop here in Wisconsin.
Under no circumstances should the public be
funding these projects when the companies

building these data centers have billions, if
not trillions, of dollars in assets.

What do you think? Do you think we
should be regulating data centers? How
quickly? What are the regulations and
protections you are most concerned about?
Do you support a 1-year moratorium? If you
support a moratorium, what do you think
Wisconsin should do about the data centers
already under construction? Do you have
expertise on this topic that you would like to
share with me?

Shifting gears to data centers & public
health:

I am concerned about the health effects
of data centers on the Wisconsinites living
closest to them, so my office is spending
the summer researching what this looks like
around the country. As I often do, I come to
you and welcome your input. If this is an area
of expertise for you, please reach out.

We know that Milwaukee-area children
are already experiencing more than twice
the national average of asthma rates, and

we know that the fine particulate matter
that arises from fossil fuel combustion is
linked to increases in asthma rates. We also
know that the highest daily average of fine
particulate matter is in Milwaukee — and this
is also higher than the national average. So,
we need to consider the health effects of data
centers on our area children — I believe we
have a moral mandate to protect the health of
Wisconsin’s kids.

What do you think? Do you have public
health expertise that you’d like to share with
us as we research the topic of data centers
and their effects on public health?

I am here to listen. My legislative survey
earlier this spring showed the abundance
of concern about data centers coming to
Wisconsin. If you filled out that survey,
thank you. And if you haven’t shared your
thoughts with us yet, please do. This is an
important topic, and we have to get it right. I
am committed to figuring out how to best
move Wisconsin forward, together.

--- Robyn Vining

Note about the Rule of 49

Beginning June Ist and through the
November election, state legislators are
prohibited from sending more than 49
identical items, so this means that we may
not use state resources for items like op-
eds,
are printed more than 50 times, etc. So, this

e-updates, newspaper columns that

column, and any columns written between
now and November, will be written without
the use of state resources.

Business
Directory

* Insurance

Woller-Anger, a Relation Company
930 Elm Grove Road, Elm Grove, WI 53122
(262) 789-2500
“Relationships Matter”

* Community Theatre

Sunset Playhouse, Inc.
700 Wall St., ElIm Grove

(262) 782-4430
SunsetPlayhouse.com

”Entertainment Begins at Sunset!”

Clubs &
Organizations
Directory

b 8L Cuinnarh 60 ws

Elm Grove Golden K
Kiwanis Club

Come Join with Us, Men & Women,
to serve the children of our community.
We meet each Friday at 9:30 a.m. in the
St. Mary’s Senior Center in Elm Grove.
We have stimulating speakers each week
and offer socializing among all present.

See us on Facebook
Kiwaniselmgrove@gmail.com

www.kiwaniselmgrove.org

Classifieds

RUMMAGE SALE!
Something for everyone! Toys, clothes,
decor, & furnishings priced to sell.
Saturday, September 12
9:30 am - 1:30 pm
13820 Grant Place, ElIm Grove

Directories & Classifieds

Listings are $25 per issue
(for up to 20 words)
+ 50 cents for each additional word.
+ $25 extra per photo or logo.

The
News-Independent

is mailed by the 1% day of each month
to every residence & business
in Elm Grove.

Copies are also available at:
¢ Elm Grove Village Hall

¢ Elm Grove Public Library
¢ Brookfield Public Library
¢ Elm Grove Post Office

¢ Sendik’s

¢ Elliott’s Ace Hardware

e The Chocolate Factory

e Sunset Playhouse

e Table in front of Fazio’s

e Imperial Hair Care of EIm Grove

+ at other area businesses, clubs,
organizations, schools & churches
|

s
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Village Volunteers

By Jim Koleski, President -Village of EIm Grove /

Board of Review

As the community enters assessment and
property tax season, it is a timely moment
to reflect on how municipal operations are
funded and protected. Property taxes serve
as the foundational revenue source for
local government, directly funding critical
community assets and essential public
services—including local roads, public safety,
emergency response, parks, and infrastructure.
Because property taxes are levied based on
property value, the integrity of the entire
system relies on accurate, fair, and uniform
assessments across the community.

This is where the Board of Review plays
a uniquely vital quasi-judicial role in local
government. Serving as an independent,
impartial body, the Board is charged with
preserving fairness and equity in property
valuation. In Elm Grove, the Board of
Trustees serve the role of the Board of
Review. Operating under strict state statutory
guidelines, the Board hears sworn testimony,
examines evidence, and ensures that property
values across the community are determined
accurately and in accordance with state law.
Their work requires balancing property
owner rights to due process, technical
appraisal standards, statutory compliance,
and absolute objectivity—frequently within
tightly regulated statutory timelines.

Some of the distinct challenges that the
Board of Review faces on a regular basis
include:

Functioning as a Quasi-Judicial Body

Unlike policy-making committees, the
Board of Review operates much like a court
of law. Members must remain completely
neutral, set aside personal opinions, and
make determinations strictly based on the
sworn testimony, market evidence, and
documentation presented during formal
hearings.

Balancing Taxpayer Due Process with
Legal Presumptions

Wisconsin law grants the municipal

jkoleski@elmgrovewi.or

assessor’s valuation a legal presumption of
correctness. Board members must carefully
weigh an objector’s evidence to determine if
they have met the burden of proof required
to overturn an assessment, ensuring every
property owner receives a full, fair, and
respectful hearing.

Navigating Complex Statutory
Requirements and Annual Training

Board proceedings are governed by rigid
Wisconsin statutory procedures (Wis. Stat.
§ 70.47). To maintain state compliance and
preserve taxpayers’ rights, members must
complete mandatory state-approved training
annually to stay current on assessment law,
evidentiary standards, and legal procedures.

Evaluating Technical Real Estate and
Appraisal Evidence

Assessment objections  often
intricate technical details, including market
trends, comparable sales analyses, property
condition reports, and income approaches
to value. Members must analyze complex
financial and appraisal data to render sound,
legally defensible decisions.

involve

Despite these challenges, the Board of
Review provides tremendous value to the
Village. Their rigorous adherence to due
process, objective decision-making, and
dedication to statutory compliance ensure
that the municipal tax burden is distributed
equitably across all properties.

As a reminder, the Board of Review
will convene for its formal hearing on
Wednesday, September 16th, from 6:00
p-m. to 8:00 p.m. at Village Hall. Property
owners wishing to appear before the Board
should review the Village website: www.
elmgrovewi.org for additional information.

On behalf of the Village Board, staff, and
residents of Elm Grove, I extend a heartfelt
thanks to the members of the Board of
Review for their dedicated service.

O u r H iSto r ! : Remembrances of Things Past

ELM c&w& L

A vintage Wlsconsm postcard labelled “St. Mary’s Home School”
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--- depicting Notre Dame of EIm Grove’s convent and orphanage,

along Watertown Plank Road.

Elm Grove
Department of Public Works Recycling / Yard Waste Facility

900 Wall St. (off Elm Grove Road, between Watertown Plank & Bluemound Road)

SEPTEMBER 1 — October 14, 2026
Tuesday & Thursday, 3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

*NOTE: The facility is for Village residents only; no contractors, contractor
equipment, or contractor vehicles are permitted.
Please bring your driver’s license showing your current Elm Grove address.

Contact Village Hall at (262) 782-6700 for more information / questions.

AMY

/IMMERMAN

WISCONSIN STATE ASSEMBLY - DISTRICT 13

@AmyForWI .
262-232-7754 i"'{L-- .
AmyFo rWI@gm.’H.cém

I'm a community leader, mom, project manager,
and small business owner, with more than 15 years
of experience solving complex problems.

Wisconsin families deserve leaders who listen,
understand complicated systems, and know how
to turn good ideas into real results.

Endorsed by:
CITIZEN ——7[3:} @
RINFOR = 2} 1ane
acrion SN e,
women & Wisconsin o VWCA
WoscaNsiN PR o G RE s s WISCONSIN MUSLIM

VOTE BY NOVEMBER 3RD

Paid for by Friends of Amy Zirmmerman

Elm Grove Cnmmunity Foundation
Elm Grnve Oktnfest cglebrates
10th Anniversary

The sights, sounds and tastes of Germany are returning to Elm Grove

Village Park as the Elm Grove Community Foundation celebrates the
10th anniversary of Oktoberfest. The three-day celebration kicks off
Thursday. September 17 at 5 p.m. with German and local beers, food
trucks, a bags tournament and a trivia contest. The festivities continue
Friday, September 18 at 5 p.m. with a traditional Oktoberfest
celebration featuring live music from the Jeff Winard Band.

Saturday, September 19 begins at 3:30 p.m. with the popular 0.5K Fun
Run, followed by the Oktoberfest celebration at 4 p.m. featuring
authentic German music from the Squeezettes, withPart Time Models
taking the stage at 8 p.m. Throughout the evening, guests can enjoy
festive food from food trucks, local and German beers, and the
always-popular stein-holding contest.

Oktoberfest is the Elm Grove Community Foundation’s largest
fundraiser of the year. Proceeds from the event support projects and
programs that enhance the Village of Elm Grove and help make it a
special place to live, work and gather. The Foundation is proud to
celebrate this milestone anniversary with the community and looks
forward to raising a stein to 10 years of Oktoberfest in Elm Grove.

BOOK IT! Oktoberfest - September 17, 18, & 19, 2026
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Calendar of Events - September 2026

Tuesday - SEPTEMBER 1
ELMBROOK SCHOOLS BEGIN
CLASSES

Friday - SEPTEMBER 4

e Kiwanis Club of Elm Grove
Meeting — 9:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s Senior
Center. Guests welcome.

kiwaniselmgrove@gmail.com

Sunday SEPTEMBER 6
* Elm Grove Beautification Committee
Invasive Species Task Force meets at
11 a.m. at Village Park. Volunteers
welcome. beautification@elmgrovewi.org

Monday - SEPTEMBER 7
LABOR DAY

Thursday — SEPTEMBER 10

* Elm Grove Sustainability Committee
Meeting — 6:30 p.m. at Village Hall,
Reinders Room.

Friday - SEPTEMBER 11
PATRIOTS DAY

e Kiwanis Club of Elm Grove
Meeting — 9:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s Senior
Center. Guests welcome.
kiwaniselmgrove@gmail.com

Saturday — SEPTEMBER 12

e Shred Day at St. Mary’s Visitation
School parking lot, 13150 Juneau
Blvd.
—9 a.m. to Noon (or until trucks are
filled). Sponsored by Kiwanis Club of
Elm Grove.

kiwaniselmgrove@gmail.com

Sunday SEPTEMBER 13
* Elm Grove Beautification Committee
Invasive Species Task Force meets at
11 a.m. at Village Park. Volunteers

welcome. beautification@elmgrovewi.org
Monday SEPTEMBER 14

* Cruisin’ The Spur — Vintage and classic
car, truck and cycle show, 5 p.m. until dark
in parking lot behind The Silver Spur BBQ,
13275 Watertown Plank Road, Elm Grove.
FREE to exhibit vehicles and attend.

Thursday — SEPTEMBER 17

e Friends of the EIm Grove Library
Meeting — 9 a.m. in the Parkview Room
at Village Hall.

Friday - SEPTEMBER 18

* Kiwanis Club of ElIm Grove
Meeting — 9:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s Senior
Center - Officers Installation;
Speaker: Mike Koplin - Max Strength
Guests welcome.

kiwaniselmgrove@gmail.com

Sunday — SEPTEMBER 20

* Elm Grove Beautification Committee
Invasive Species Task Force meets at
11 a.m. at Village Park. Volunteers
welcome. beautification@elmgrovewi.or:

Monday - SEPTEMBER 21
INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF PEACE |

Tuesday — SEPTEMBER 22

* Elm Grove Board of Trustees
Public meeting: 7 p.m. at Village Hall
Courtroom. Agenda & Live Stream at:
www.elmgrovewi.org. (262) 782-6700

Friday - SEPTEMBER 25

¢ Kiwanis Club of EIm Grove
Meeting — 9:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s Senior
Center. Speaker: Madeline Heim,
Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel;
Topic: “Public Health and Environment”
Guests welcome.

kiwaniselmgrove@gmail.com

Sunday — SEPTEMBER 27

¢ Elm Grove Beautification Committee
Invasive Species Task Force meets at
11 a.m. at Village Park. Volunteers
welcome. beautification@elmgrovewi.org

OWLS

OLDER/WISER/LIVELIER/SENIORS
Serving Adults 50+ Since 2005

Thursday, September 17, 2026
Bus Day Trip to Delightful Delavan
Dancing Horses Performance Show

Lake Lawn Resort Lunch
at the 1878 on the Lake
Cruise aboard Lake Lawn’s Queen

Meet at Community United Methodist
Church Parking lot at 8:15 a.m.
Leave CUMC by 8:30 a.m.

Return to CUMC at 5:30 p.m.
Maximum Participants: 40
Cost: $149 OWLS members; Guests $159

Reservation Deadline:
Monday, September 4, 2026
Your Trip Fee Covers:
Round-trip coach bus travel,

All admissions, lunch, tips and gratuities

Watch the website for details
Or sign up for our newsletter
WWWw.cumceg.org/owls

Community United Methodist Church
14700 Watertown Plank Rd., EIm Grove
(262)782-4060

BROOKFIELD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH PROUDLY PRESENTS
A GARY MCWITHEY CONCERT

Sunday, September 13, at 3:00 p.m.

ik | FROGWAT

& froowil offiering benefits the Gary Mc\Withey Concert Serica.
Brookfiald Congregational Church; 16350 Gebhardt Rel, Brookiiald, Wi

Frogwater is the acoustic musical
pairing of
lehn lack & Susan Michalson,
Their eclectic music repertoire
spans from Irish; Scottish, Delta
Blues, Cajun, American old time,
Ragtime, Classical and Bluegrass..

A smorgasbord of music to be
anjoyed by alll

= WAUKESHA COUNTY
Z=N \ GREEN TEAM
%F.E:\\% c,um_u"mud.s.mm
< Tler ..
ZHD ANNUAL

MRM : rom(

®@  © 0 9
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SUNDRY M00AM- | RUSTICMANDR | e Toroerismcecoy i
SEPTEMBER 13, 3:00 PM 1848 SIINT NIETIN

2026 Hartland, W1 CRNITES & Mk

TOGETHER, WE'RE GROWING A GREENER, HEALTHIER FUTURE

JOIN US

SUNDAY, SEPT 13 TICKETS AT
GiveButter/c/farm-to-fork-2026-egyesh

OPEN HOUSE
IR -0 coon. serrevioer 50,60 pv TS

JOIN US FOR AN EXCITING YEAR AHEAD!
Make new friends. Give back. Get involved.
Discover philanthropy, leadership opportunities,
exciting events, and more—all while enjoying
complimentary wine and refreshments.

=\
@ FREE TO ATTEND '\ M/ RSVP APPRECIATED

(EJ WALK-INS WELCOME!
—

SCAN THE QR CODE OR
VISIT EGWC.ORG/EVENTS

@

ELMBROOK EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

JOIN US FOR
OUR 6TH ANNUAL

B00S & GHOULS

NIGHT 0

AT THE CORNERS OF BROOKFIELD

with The Corners of
pring City Wine House

6:00 - 8:00PM

E]#"“[E}

Brookfield, Discover Brookfield and S

@ Thursday, October 8th

D

Mora information to come! Sponsorship and Donor Elppmtunitu.-::: ﬁwaﬁable!
Contact Beth at elmbrookeducationfoundation@gmail.com.

Tickets go on sale September 1st
B0026.givesmart.com — -
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News Briefs

Local Student Receives Science Award

Aarav Malinowski was named Wisconsin’s
State Merit Winner in the 2026 3M Young
Scientist Challenge, a national competition
recognizing middle school students who use
science to address real-world problems. Aarav
completed the project as an eighth-grade
student at Wisconsin Hills Middle School and
will attend Brookfield Central High School
this fall.

His project is an add-on for smoke detectors
that uses multiple sensors to improve fire
detection and reduce false alarms. The
system is also designed to share real-time
information with emergency dispatchers and
alert homeowners to potential fire hazards.

Aarav was one of 37 students nationwide

S Aarav Malinowski
selected as a State Merit Winner.

Cruisin’ The Spur -Vintage, Classic Vehicles Show
to be Held in Elm Grove

The Silver Spur BBQ,
13275 Watertown Plank
Road, is hosting a series
of FREE and informal
vintage and classic car,
truck and cycle shows
that will take place in the
parking lot behind The
SPUR from 5 p.m. until
dark on the following
Mondays: September 14
and October 12.

There will be plenty of
hot food, cold drinks and
cool music. So, put that
special vehicle of yours
on display or just come as
a spectator and enjoy the
sights and sounds.

4

Photo courtesv: Ray Shannon

A 1957 Ford Fairlane is among the many vehicles on display
at a Cruisin’ The Spur event in downtown Elm Grove.

o 2?
Don’t be crying when
the snow starts flying...

% Call us today and
let us make your day!

* Free Estimate

¢ Fall Lawn Care

* Winter Snow Plowi
and Salting

R

I
0 Fall Clean-Up Snow Plowing
* Vacuum leaves * Commercial
* Clean flower beds * Residential
* Clip back perennials = Salt or calcium
* Fertilization for trees chloride
and lawn * On time; On call 24/7

% JW’S

Lawn &
Snowplow

ﬁ %’ Service

414-406-1756

S c_,’r'm:-c'_ﬂ Hest Hc;rr Secret for 30 :',i":nu:-'!
Also serving the surrounding communities.

Lucia Brewer

Photos courtesy: School District of ElImbrook

Anna Ewig

‘Distinguished Young Woman of Wisconsin’

Competition Held

Brookfield Central High School student
Lucia Brewer (Class of 2027) has been
named the 2027 Distinguished Young
Woman of Wisconsin.

Brewer advanced to the state program after
being named the 2027 Distinguished Young
Woman of Brookfield. At the Wisconsin
competition, she received awards for Overall
Fitness, Overall Interview and Be Your Best
Self, earning $8,000 in state scholarships.
Combined with $4,200 in local scholarships,
Brewer has earned $12,200 through the
Distinguished Young Women (DYW)
program.

“DYW is one of the most meaningful
and empowering experiences [ have ever
had the opportunity to be a part of,” reflected
Brewer. “Beyond its focus on intellectual,
creative, and personal growth, what makes
the program truly special is the sisterhood it
fosters. Each young woman I had the pleasure
of spending time with throughout my state
week experience carries a remarkable light
within her, and I am honored to be the young
woman chosen to carry that light with me as I
represent Wisconsin over the next year.”

Brewer is also a member of Brookfield
Central’s 2026 state champion Mock Trial
team and was recently recognized as one of
the top 10 student attorneys in the nation.

2027 representative,
Brewer will advance to the Distinguished
Young Women National Finals in Mobile,

As  Wisconsin’s

Alabama, where she will compete alongside
students
additional scholarships.

from across the country for

Anna Ewig, a Brookfield East (‘27)
student and the 2027 Distinguished Young
Woman of Elm Grove, was named second
runner-up for Distinguished Young Woman
of Wisconsin. Ewig also received the state
Runner-Up  Scholastics Award, earning
$3,000 in state scholarships. Combined with
$2,250 in local awards, she has earned $5,250
through the program.

Since its founding in 1958, Distinguished
Young Women has supported students
through scholarship opportunities and life-
skills development focused on leadership,
interviewing, public speaking and self-
confidence.

Volunteers Needed for Adopt-A-River Cleanup

By Tyler Beckley

Milwaukee Riverkeeper’s Adopt-
A-River initiative is expanding
local efforts to protect waterways,
with communities taking direct
responsibility for sections of rivers
and creeks.

This spring, the Elm Grove
Business Community officially
adopted Underwood Creek as it
flows through the village park,
adding a local commitment to
watershed  stewardship. Elm
Grove’s location makes its
watershed especially significant,
sitting less than one mile east of
the subcontinental divide that
separates major drainage systems.
Rain falling in Elm Grove generally

flows toward Lake Michigan, while precipitation

Elm Grove Underwood Creek

Clean Up

Saturday, September 12*" at 10am

gegister h‘E‘re_j

MILWAUKEE
RIVERKEEPER

I:'r:l

falling on nearby Calhoun Road

drains west toward the Mississippi River basin. Underwood Creek remains an area with
opportunities for additional community involvement, with four sections within Brookfield

still available for adoption and stewardship.

Adopt-A-River participants are required to complete two cleanups annually, providing
regular opportunities to remove debris while strengthening connections between residents and
local waterways. The spring cleanup was part of Milwaukee Riverkeeper’s 3 1st annual event,
which concluded Earth Week and helped establish a Guinness World Records achievement.

This fall, Elm Grove’s cleanup will
partner with the Elm Grove Community
Foundation, offering participants 10 free
Oktoberfest tickets while continuing
the broader effort to keep local rivers
healthy. Join the Adopt-a-River Elm
Grove Beautification Committee cleanup
on September 12. Register through the
QR code.
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A variety of baby supplies collected for distribution to Hope Center.

Methodist Church Donates Items to Hope Center

By Linda Irwin

On July 26, the members of Community
United Methodist Church Elm Grove held a
baby shower to honor the impending arrival of
Music Director Danielle Bridges and Tyler
Walters’s baby. In addition to a group gift
to the couple, the congregation also collected
baby supplies that were donated to the Hope
Center’s layette mission. The collected items
include: 586 diapers, 53 packs of wipes, 56
baby bottles, 20 handmade bibs, 10 additional
bibs, 138 onesies, 16 receiving blankets, 3

blankets, 1 handmade quilt, 86 washcloths,
43 outfits, 24 hooded towels, 9 brush/comb
set, 8 baby shampoos, and 4 bottle brushes.

Hope Center’s mission is to reduce
the risks of poverty by helping people in
Waukesha County meet basic needs such
as food, shelter, and clothing through direct
services, partnerships and community
collaboration. Community United Methodist
church is proud to be a community partner
with Hope Center.
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Dots on this map represent Elm Grove properties that grow native milkweed.

Is YOUR property on the map?

Monarch Butterfly Habitats Flourish in EIm Grove

By Tyler Beckley

Elm Grove residents have created 481
pockets of monarch butterfly habitat
throughout the community. This effort
is putting the village within reach of its
goal of having 526 properties growing
native milkweed. The 526-property target
would make up 20% of Elm Grove’s 2,626
properties, giving organizers a measurable
benchmark for community participation.

The effort dates back to August 2020,
when the Elm Grove Beautification
Committee and Brookfield East’s Students
Encouraging Environmental Dedication Club
began mapping properties that were growing
native milkweed. This initiative followed the
planting and certification of two Monarch
Waystations at ElIm Grove Village Park. The
groups marked participating properties with
orange dots on a community map. Each dot
represents a home or other property growing
at least one native milkweed variety and
contributing to monarch habitat throughout
the village.

Milkweed, plants in the genus Asclepias,
is critical to the monarch butterfly’s life cycle
because it is the only food source for monarch
caterpillars. Adult butterflies lay their eggs on
milkweed, allowing caterpillars to feed and
develop before emerging as adult butterflies
and continuing the species’ life cycle.

Elm Grove also is participating for the
fourth consecutive year in the National
Wildlife Federation’s Mayors’ Monarch
Pledge. The pledge includes 29 actions
communities can take to create habitat and
support monarch conservation, including
efforts to increase milkweed and other
resources for monarchs. Communities can
pursue three levels of commitment, with the
highest designation, Monarch Champion
Circle, requiring completion of 24 of the 29
actions. Only a small number of communities,
typically two to five nationwide each year,
achieve that distinction.

The Elm Grove Beautification
Committee is encouraging homeowners
and businesses to join the effort by growing
native milkweed and submitting their
addresses for inclusion on the community

map. Contact egbeautification@gmail.

com for details.
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Library News and Programs
September 2026

13600 Juneau Blvd., Elm Grove, WI 53122
262-782-6717 | elmgrovelibrary.org

First Friday Films: Project Hail Mary / Friday, September 4, 1:00 p.m.

A matinee film series for adults. On the first Friday of every
month, a new release movie is screened in the O'Neill Room at
1:00 p.m. Popcorn and water provided. Movie ratings and
contents vary. Not all movies will be suitable for all audiences.
Free admission, no RSVP needed. September’s movie is Project
Hail Mary.

Film Description: A science teacher wakes up alone on a
spaceship. As his memory returns, he uncovers a mission to stop
a mysterious substance killing Earth's sun, and realizes that an
unexpected friendship may be the key. PG-13. 2h36m.

Kids Chess Club / Monday, September 14, 4:00
p.m.

Want to learn to play chess or practice your skills in
a welcoming and fun environment? Join chess club
at the EIm Grove Public Library! This four-session
class will increase your comfort level with playing
and building upon skills. No prior experience is
necessary to join!

This program is for ages 8-12 (if your child will turn 8 1
or 13 throughout the run of this class, they are o oy ~ .
eligible to participate). Registration is required to attend this program and attendance is
required at all four sessions (September 14, October 12, November 9, December 14).
Register online at elmgrovelibrary.org.

Packers vs. Bears: A Rivalry for the Ages / Tuesday, September 15, 6:30 p.m.

Join author and avid Packers fan Jim Rice for a fascinating
look at the history of one of the NFL’s oldest and most
storied rivalries: the Green Bay Packers and Chicago
Bears. Discover the legendary players, memorable games,
and unforgettable moments that have shaped this historic
matchup. Whether you’re a lifelong fan or simply love a
good sports story, this program is sure to entertain and
inform! Free to attend. No registration required.

Film Screening: The Extraordinary Caterpillar /
Saturday, September 19, 10:30 a.m. -
Learn about the truly extraordinary caterpillar! Join f\
us for a screening of the documentary The ___-»:‘ '
Extraordinary Caterpillar followed by outdoor seed- '
ball making and milkweed giveaway! The 60-minute
film will be accompanied by snacks and beverages.
This screening is for all ages, but is especially for
children and their caregivers. Sponsored by the EIm
Grove Beautification Committee.

THE EXTRAORDINARY

CATERPILLAR

Green is Good!

By The Elm Grove Green Team

Good Times, Cold Brews & Less Waste at Oktoberfest

Elm Grove’s premier fall celebration returns September 17-19 this year, bringing live
music, good food, cold drinks and plenty of community spirit to Elm Grove Park. The
Sustainability Committee is partnering again with Uptown Motors to add a few green touches
to the festivities—and make it easier for Oktoberfest-goers to enjoy the event with less waste.

At the beer tent, look for recyclable aluminum cups sponsored by the Sustainability
Committee and Uptown Motors. Made with 90% recycled content, the cups are recyclable and
offer a more sustainable alternative to traditional plastic beer cups. They also keep beverages
colder longer, making them a great fit for the fall festival. Or, even better, bring your own
favorite mug from home.

Ride, Walk or Carpool Your Way to the Party

And don’t forget about how you get there! Oktoberfest is a fun destination for a bike ride,
especially for neighbors who live close enough to pedal over. Grab a friend, ride together and
make getting to the festival part of the outing. Walking is another option for nearby residents,
and for those coming from farther away, carpooling with friends or family can make the trip
more social—and mean fewer cars competing for parking.

So, whether you arrive on two wheels, share a ride, or simply bring your favorite mug, there
are plenty of easy ways to make this year’s Oktoberfest more sustainable. Most importantly,
come ready to enjoy one of Elm Grove’s favorite fall traditions.

I ¥
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Oktoberfest

Elm Grove Village Park

":I""'- I'---:" I_". | 1T I' | = "--_':' | | ; T:‘":.L:.'.

Elm Grove Communlty Foundation

Sept 17: 5pm-9pm  Sept 18: 5pm-9pm  Sept 19: 4pm-10pm

5:00 PM FOOD TRUCKS 5:00 PM FOOD TRUCKS  3:30 PM 0.5K FUN RUN
BEER TENT* BEER TENT* 4:00 PM FOOD TRUCKS
KIDS SLIDE LIVE MUSIC BEER TENT*
5:30 PM BAGS CONTEST KIDS SLIDE LIVE MUSIC
6:00 PM TRIVIA NIGHT KIDS SLIDE
5:30PM STEIN HOLDING

*Beer Tent will also feature wine and selizers  No outside food or beverage allowed

presented by

J\HONEST /g
-

Details at elmgrovefoundation.org

Visit to register for Bags Contest, Trivia Night & 0.5K Fun Run or volunteer.

AAAAAAAAAAAALAAAL
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Public Safety Reports

From the files of the Elm Grove Police, Fire, and Emergency Services Depts.

IN AN EMERGENCY... CALL 9-1-1 from your landline or cell phone.

Retirement Announced

After nearly 47 years of dedicated public
service, Mary Doyne retired from the Village
on July 31, 2026. Mary began her career as
an Emergency Services Dispatcher, serving
the Police, Fire, and EMS Departments for
nearly three years before transitioning to
the EIm Grove Municipal Court, where she
faithfully served as Municipal Court Clerk
for the next 44 years. During her remarkable
career, Mary worked alongside three
Municipal Court Judges and generations of
Village officials, law enforcement officers,
attorneys, and fellow employees.

Mary’s extensive institutional knowledge,
professionalism, attention to detail, and
commitment to public service made her an
invaluable part of the Village of Elm Grove.
Beyond her professional accomplishments,
she was a trusted colleague, mentor, and
friend who could always be counted on for
guidance, perspective, and support. Her
integrity, compassion, sense of humor,
and willingness to help others have left a
lasting impression on everyone who had the
privilege of working with her.

Mary Doyne
Mary, thank you for nearly five decades

of exceptional service to the Village of Elm
Grove and our community. Your contributions
and the relationships you built along the
way have created a legacy that will not be
forgotten. Please join us in congratulating
Mary on an extraordinary career and wishing
her a long, healthy, happy, and very well-
deserved retirement.

August 8 - Cops & Bobbers Event

Despite an uncertain weather forecast,
Mother Nature gave us just enough of a
break to get our lines in the water, and we’re
sure glad she did! Thirty young anglers
joined officers and dispatchers from the Elm
Grove Police Department for a morning of
fishing, fun, and building relationships in
our community. Best of all, every participant
caught at least one fish, with several anglers
reeling in multiple catches throughout the
morning!

The day began with a presentation from
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Conservation Warden Aspenson, who
shared valuable information about fishing,
conservation, and outdoor safety before our
groups headed out to their designated fishing
spots. While catching fish was certainly
exciting, the real success of the day was the
opportunity for our officers to spend time
with the youth in our community, share a
few laughs, create lasting memories, and
strengthen the relationships that make Elm
Grove such a special place to live.

OId(er)
Writers

*Readers (age 18+) may submit poetry,
short fiction, life stories / reminiscences
(200 words maximum) to: elmgrovenews@

yahoo.com or
EGNI, 14420 Watertown Plank Rd.

Elm Grove, WI 53122-2423

On Life
By Gary Kerslake

Life is like an endless dream
With no set thought and no sure scheme,
As does the leaf upon the lake,
Life knows not which path to take.

Wisconsin Nice
By Dean B. Kaner

What did the measuring cup say to water?
“I've had it up to here with you.”

The bank robber took a bath because he
wanted to make a clean getaway.

Young Writers & Reporters

From Local to Global: Youth Initiatives Beyond Borders
By Janavi Wagle — Brookfield East High School

According to the World Health Organization,
more than one billion people live with a mental
health condition, with 1 in 8 people worldwide
experiencing a mental health disorder. Many
struggle with stress, anxiety, and social
pressure, yet feel ashamed to ask for help or
lack education about mental health.

Similar patterns have been seen among
youth, especially with rising social media use,
societal pressure, and feelings of isolation
and loneliness associated with judgment and
stigma from the community. Understanding
the severity of the mental health burden in the
community, I worked with my school to start
the Raise Your Voice Club, an affiliate of the
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)

Wisconsin. This student-led program focuses
on mental health education, peer support,
advocacy, and reducing stigma.

Over the past two years, the club’s
involvement in youth mental health
advocacy has expanded from schoolwide
efforts to global collaborations. Through the
Shriyan Foundation, a health and education
humanitarian nonprofit supporting youth
in Ghana, I moderated a youth webinar on
mental health awareness and substance abuse,
a growing concern among teens in Ghana.
Coordinating this webinar with faculty from
the Medical College of Wisconsin brought
together mental health advocates, students,
and participants from around the world.

Hoping to extend mental health advocacy, |
joined One Million Leaders Asia (OMLAS),
a youth leadership initiative supporting
next-generation  changemakers  tackling
global problems in their communities.
Through interacting with people across Asia
and meeting mentors, [ have learned that
youth everywhere have the power to spark
conversations, support their communities,
collaborate with others, and gain accurate
information.

I hope that these initiatives promote
conversations among youth around this
important topic of mental health. As Franklin
D. Roosevelt said, “We cannot always build
the future for our youth, but we can build the
youth for our future.”

School
By Rosemary Trandem
31 Grade - Tonawanda

School might be scary at first
Laughing with your friends will come
On to the playground
Onward to lunch
sitting with more friends every day
Learning in class

News Briefs

Caterpillar Documentary to be Shown in Elm Grove

By Tyler Beckley

National Caterpillar Day will be celebrated
on Tuesday, September 15, at 6:30 p.m. in the
lower level of the ElIm Grove Public Library,
O’Neill Room. The biggest aspect of the
event is a screening of The Extraordinary
Caterpillar, a film that looks at the often-
overlooked smaller organisms that sustain
Earth’s ecosystems. The documentary
will reveal that 98% of all living animals
are smaller than bees. Scientists and
community activists guide viewers through
the remarkable lives of these creatures using
photography and microscopes.

National Caterpillar Day started as an
internet celebration, like May the Fourth or
International Internet Day, when a video from
2018, featuring a caterpillar named Carlito
--- doing impressive acrobatic skills on twigs
and leaves --- went viral. It also highlights
the important role caterpillars play in their
ecosystems. For example, caterpillars are an

essential part of many food webs, serving as
a food source for numerous animals.

For ninety-six percent of

songbirds rely on insects — primarily

example,

caterpillars — to feed and rear their young.
Raising a single brood of small birds, such
as chickadees, requires an estimated 6,000
to 9,000 caterpillars over a 16-day nesting
period.

Nature enthusiasts can observe the occasion
by exploring gardens and parks in search of
different caterpillar species. These activities
provide opportunities to observe the insects
in their natural habitats and learn more about
their behavior and characteristics.

With the film screening and celebration,
this program offers both an educational and
entertaining look at the natural world.

ADVERTISE!

Request a Rate Sheet & Reserve Space

Email: elmgrovenews@yahoo.com OR

Call: 262-782-6193
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Coloring
for

Kids

(of ALL ages!)

INTERNATIONAL
PIE&CE DAY

Letters to the Editor

Letters (100 words maximum from an individual -- OR -- 150 words maximum from 2 or more signers) regarding issues of concern to the
Elm Grove / Elmbrook / Waukesha County community will be considered for publication on a space-available basis. Submissions must include each

writer’s name, community of residence, phone #.
elmgrovenews@yahoo.com -—- OR --- Mail to: EGNI, 14420 Watertown Plank Road, Elm Grove, WI 53122-2423

E-mail:

Clarification of Organization’s
Position

A recent (AUGUST 2026 edition) letter
to the editor endorsing a political candidate
included the titles of two members of our
PTO Executive Committee. The use of their
titles was done in error and does not represent
the position of the PTO.

The Tonawanda Elementary School PTO
does not participate in political endorsements
of any kind. The views expressed in the letter
were those of the individual authors and were
not made on behalf of the organization.

We apologize for any confusion this may
have caused and appreciate the community’s
understanding.

Thank you,
The Tonawanda PTO
Executive Committee, ElIm Grove

for more informaltion, visit hitp:/fpinwheaalsforpeace.com
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Elect Mike Morgan,
13" Assembly District Rep.

Mike Morgan will be an asset to the
Wisconsin State Assembly and a strong
representative for the 13th District. His years
of service and commitment to Wauwatosa
give him insight into the issues facing
residents.

As an alderman for six years, Mike brought
apractical, problem-solving approach to local
government. He has also invested deeply in
the lives of our youth and families. Through
Wauwatosa Baseball, Mike coached our son
and many others, modeling integrity, resolve,
fairness, and resilience on and off the field.

Mike is the right kind of leader to represent
the 13th Assembly District in Madison:
experienced, committed,
invested in the community he serves.

and genuinely

Bonnie Lee, Waukesha County resident
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Vining Cares About
Education, Childcare

As a resident and preschool administrator, |
am supporting Robyn Vining for State Senate
because she truly cares about early childhood
education and understands the ongoing issues
regarding affordable access to quality care.
Preschools and childcare facilities all over the
state will face increasing struggles to stay open
with the end of the Child Care Counts program.
This funding has helped families afford
childcare, and has helped centers pay their
workers fair wages and keep their doors open.

Robyn has authored a bill to make Child
Care Counts a permanent program in
Wisconsin. We need a state senator who
will prioritize early childhood education and
take some of the burden off families to make
quality child care affordable to all. T hope my
neighbors will join me in voting for Robyn
Vining for State Senate.

Early

Amanda Glassman, Elm Grove

Event Activity

Help us find the
oldest trees in Elm
Grove!

The Importance
of Trees

Trees play a crucial
role in our
environment, with
many keystone species
able to live to over
300 years!

Submissions

https://forms.gl

Elm Grove Beautification Committee

Elm Grove
Legacy Trees

Prizes

Now until the All valid submissions win a
Celebration of Trees prize. Oldest tree
event

submission wins potted tree

Submit Today

Giants Among Us

The age of a tree can
be estimated by using
a tree age calculator

by accurately
measuring the tree's
circumference (see
directions on form)

It Takes a
Village

All submissions will
be anonymously
published at the end
of the contest

Celebration of Trees

Arbor Day 2027
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Community members remove invasive plants in ElIm Grove.

Invasive Plants Removed Throughout Village

By Tyler Beckley

Elm Grove’s Invasive Species Task Force
removed 2,273 pounds of invasive plants
with the help of 124 volunteers during the
2026 Pull-A-Thon, marking the team’s third
year competing in the regional event.

The Elm Grove Beautification Committee’s
Invasive Species Task Force surrendered the
traveling Pull-A-Thon trophy this summer
after the Friends of Havenwoods State Forest
team claimed the regional championship.
Together, Elm Grove volunteers removed
garlic mustard and Dame’s Rocket from
across the village. Their efforts have helped
dramatically reduce invasive plants in the
community.

The annual event also raised money for
the Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species
Consortium and its regional programs. Elm
Grove received $260 in donations, with half
of that amount returning to the community to
support continued invasive-species removal
efforts.

Six donors contributed to the Elm Grove
team, making this its most successful
fundraising effort. The team expressed

appreciation to Sally and Pat Cashin,
Michelle Mallonen, Debrah VanderHeiden,
Steven and Karen Steen, James and
Elizabeth Lange, and Ann Graf.

874
volunteers formed 18 teams and removed
31,360 pounds of invasive plants. The
Friends of Havenwoods State Forest team

Across southeastern  Wisconsin,

claimed the championship after removing
3,018 pounds with 73 volunteers.At the
July 30 ceremony, Elm Grove Team Leader
Nicci SternitzKky passed the traveling trophy
leader Angela Vickio.
The trophy will remain at the Havenwoods

to Havenwoods

Environmental Awareness Center until next
year’s competition.

Volunteers continue to meet Sundays at
11 a.m. for one hour each week. Residents
interested in protecting local ecosystems
can join the group when available or learn
more through the Beautification Committee.
egbeautification@gmail.com  for

Contact:
details.

Buy Some Trees, E-x-p-a-n-d The Grove

By Tyler Beckley

Elm Grove residents have an opportunity
to support the community’s urban forest
through this year’s tree sale, with ordering
open through October 1. The sale information,
including available varieties, pricing and
ordering details, is provided on the village
website: www.elmgrovewi.org .

This effortis to help Elm Grove’s public tree
population that has rapidly been diminishing
over the past decade. From 2016 to 2025,
the village has reported a substantial loss of
3,924 trees on public property, according to
local figures provided for the sale. Of those
trees, approximately 71% were diseased elm
and ash trees. During the same period, just
431 replacement trees were planted, leaving a
large gap between losses and new plantings.

Having a large number of different species
can really help build a resilience against
future disease, pests, and other kinds of
environmental damage. The International
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) identifies
plant selection and biodiversity as important
components of sustainable urban-forest
management.

Elm Grove already has a notable
foundation of tree canopy, according to
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

N

(DNR) listed. The DNR lists Elm Grove at
58.55% tree canopy cover, based on aerial
imagery collected in 2013. However, a more
recent follow up study comes in at 46%.

The canopy has many different helpful

properties; these include shade, cooler
temperatures,  improved air  quality,
stormwater management, and wildlife

habitat. Trees can also help people in a lot of
ways by contributing to recreation, mental
well-being, energy conservation, property
values, and overall community quality of life.

For residents unsure which tree best
suits their property, several resources can
help guide the selection process. The Plant
Selector Tool can help residents compare
options, while the sale’s plant briefs provide
additional information about available
varieties. Both can be found on the village
website under the Beautification Committee
Tree Sale tab.

Residents interested in participating
should review the sale materials and place
orders by October 1. By replacing lost trees
and expanding species diversity, residents
can help preserve Elm Grove’s substantial
canopy for future generations.

News’ Hounds

& other beloved animals

Adopt a Pet at the Elmbrook Humane Society

By Morgan Pelon

Meet Birdie! Birdie is an energetic,
adventurous girl who’s always ready to
discover what the day has in store! Whether
she’s exploring a new trail, sniffing around
the backyard, or enjoying a long walk, this
curious girl loves spending time outdoors
and taking in all the sights and smells. She
brings enthusiasm and joy to everything she
does, making every outing a fun adventure.
After she’s had a chance to stretch her legs
and satisfy her curiosity, Birdie is happy
to relax and enjoy time with her favorite
people. Birdie would thrive with a family
or individual who enjoys getting outside
and making memories together. If you’re
looking for a loyal companion to join you
on everyday adventures, Birdie is ready to
spread her wings and become your new best
friend!

The Elmbrook Humane Society is at 20950 Enterprise Avenue, (off Barker Road) Brookfield.
(262) 782-9261

-

" Photo courtesy: ElImbrook Humane Society

Birdie

IE W A

1
=

rﬂ:@s“f__s_? |

e

3

DONATE USED EYE GLASSES, HEARING AIDS,
AND CELL PHONES IN THE FOYER OF
THE ELM GROVE PUBLIC LIBRARY.

WAHLEN

ADVISORY GROUP

OF
Wahlen Advisory Group of Raymond James & Associates, Inc.
20800 Swenson Drive, Suite 325 ® Waukesha, WI 53186

wahlenadvisorygroup.com
(262) 207-3815

Missy Wabhlen
nin g™

Raymond James & Associates, Inc. member NYSE/SIPC.

Please visit http://raymondjames.com/smrja.htm for Additional Risk and Disclosure Information. Raymond James does not accept private client
orders or account instructions by email. This email: (a) is not an official transaction confirmation or account statement; (b) is not an offer,
solicitation, or recommendation to transact in any security; (c) is intended only for the addressee; and (d) may not be retransmitted to, or used
by, any other party. This email may contain confidential or privileged information; please delete immediately if you are not the intended recipient.
Raymond James monitors emails and may be required by law or regulation to disclose emails to third parties.

Investment products are: Not deposits. Not FDIC Insured. Not guaranteed by the financial institution. Subject to risk. May Lose Value.
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SUNDAY SEPT.13th/11a.m.-7p.m.
WIRTH PARK
BOUNCE HOUSES-FOOD-DRINK

CARNIVAL GAMES-FACE PAINTING
BALLOON TWISTER

ROCK IT MAN BAND
COME WATCH Rotary {55}

, 3#20PM yyp of Elmbrook (Brookfield)

WALK TO END ALZHEIMER'S - WAUKESHA COUNTY
SAVE THE DATE
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Now +OPEN | BECAUSE YOU WALK, THERE;IP B

For the first time, we have treatments that slow the progression of

1000 S Moorland Rd Alzheimer’s, Our work is far from done, but you can help us get there.
We won't rest until everyone living with the disease — at any stage —
Ernﬂkfi'ﬂ'ld. Wl 53005 can get the treatment, care, and support they need.
5o, we're asking you to step up and get involved in the
262-955-1234 2026 Walk to End Alzheimer's® in Waukesha County
: : Register NOW by scanning the code or at
claritybrookfield.com

actalz.org/waukesha
# It's never too early to start recruiting team members and fundraising!

.= NO FEE TO
FREE 30% OFF = '
Optomap Retinal ALL frames and
Photos lenses

A $39 value wh Off lid through
$ 5;{;;3:{::“ You ar valid hroughoaut ADVERTISE!

September. Cannot be

appointment during the combined with ADs l‘l.ln in 5,0?)0 printed copies of ez‘lch monthly newspaper
: & the entire PDF is posted to our website: www.elmgrove.news
month of September. insurance.

*Click on ARCHIVE to read current and many past editions.

To Request a Rate Sheet & Place an AD
Email: elmgrovenews@yahoo.com OR Call: (262) 782-6193




